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We believe the
best way to
dismantle violence
is to build the
BELOVED
COMMUNITY

WE MUST 
SCALE UP

Dear Beloved Community,  

For almost six years, Nonviolence Chicago has
taken up the peaceful charge against violence in
the city. We have a hands-on, minds-on approach
to ending violence by working in and as a part of
each community we serve. As we work
collaboratively with violence reduction groups, we
remain thought leaders in the fight for peace. We
work together to professionalize the field of
violence prevention, as we train our courageous
frontline workers and support staff.  

Our goal is to participate in reviving peace and
hope to the city’s neighborhoods most affected by
violence. We created a strategic plan that aims to
build a continuum of care for our participants for
as long as necessary. This requires moving beyond
the role of a rapid response entity toward a more
robust deliverer of ongoing services—with the goal
of transforming lives and communities. To do
this, we must scale our services, further research
outreach efficacy, continue to build the civilian
architecture and work in tandem with our trusted
community, government and city partners, and
address the effects of trauma on our staff and
participants. 
 
We thank you for your continued support of our
mission and work as we cannot end the cycle of
violence alone. Together we will build a more safe,
peaceful and just city for all.  

Choose Peace,

Teny Gross Wendy DuBoe
Founder & Executive Director Board Chair
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chicago’s most vulnerable neighborhoods are overwhelmingly Black and Latinx. According to the City of
Chicago Violence Reduction Dashboard, violence has persisted for decades because underlying causes—
systemic racism, disinvestment, lack of social services—have gone unaddressed. Meanwhile there has
been an overreliance on policing when civilian interventions like the work of Nonviolence Chicago and our
partners have been short-changed.

Nonviolence Chicago programming targets the reduction of gun violence as it is the deadliest and most
prevalent form of violence in our beloved communities. Gun violence poses a direct threat to the lives of
residents, and indirectly causes increased anxiety, housing devaluation, community disinvestment, and
poorer health for local residents. Now we are at a critical juncture. Chicago must either address violence
seriously to regain our lost population, similar to New York City and Los Angeles, or we risk population
losses like Detroit. 

Nonviolence Chicago is community-based. Our teams are from the neighborhoods they serve and are
uniquely trained and qualified to mediate conflict and build peace through the lens of Nonviolence.
This work provides an opportunity for many who were once part of the cycle of violence to build peace.   

Wendy DuBoe, Chair—Nonprofit Executive
Dr. Selwyn Rogers, Vice-Chair—University of Chicago Medicine
Sunil Garg, Treasurer—Independent Consultant 
Elinor Addington Jannotta—Freelance Public Relations
Tamiya Aurel— United Way of Metro Chicago

Steve Epting— Hope Community Church
Father David Kelly—Precious Blood Ministries
John Maki—Council on Criminal Justice's Task Force
on Long Sentences and a Fellow at NYU's Marron
Institute of Urban Management 

1,659
 

INCIDENTS RESPONDED TO

2,401
 

2016 - 2021

2,091
 

SHOOTINGS PREVENTED
DUE TO CONFLICT

MEDIATION

VICTIMS RESPONDED TO

OUR IMPACT



To address rising gun violence over a decade
ago, New York and Los Angeles began funding a
broader civilian architecture that included
nonprofits, people with lived experience, law
enforcement, city and county agencies. Based on
an understanding that it takes collaboration
and both public and private investment to
succeed, in 2017, several private funders met
with leaders in violence reduction to develop a
civilian architecture specific to Chicago. Shortly
thereafter, the Mayor’s Office for Violence
Reduction was created, and more public funding
became available to support this growing
network of service providers.  
 
Original funders Partnership for Safe and
Peaceful Communities, along with leaders in
violence preventions including Communities
Partnering 4 Peace (CP4P)—Chicago CRED and
READI, among others—are now essential
collaborators with law enforcement, city and
county departments and community
stakeholders to address violence reduction more
holistically across the city. Nonviolence Chicago
has played a seminal role in the development,
design, and implementation of this civilian
architecture of violence reduction since our
inception in 2016.

BUILDING THE 
C IV IL IAN 

ARCHITECTURE
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[CIVILIAN ARCHITECTURE] IS
STARTING TO TAKE HOLD.
MULTIPLE EXEMPT MEMBERS OF
THE CHICAGO POLICE
DEPARTMENT ARE FACTORING
THIS INTO THEIR STRATEGIES. 

WE’RE TALKING ABOUT IT
NONSTOP. HOW CAN OUTREACH
PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE? 

WE ARE CLEAR NOW THAT IT WILL
BE A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY,
AND WE ARE DEFINITELY GOING
TO PUT THAT WEIGHT ON
DIFFERENT COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS TO PLAY THAT
ROLE.

- Chief Ernest Cato III, 
Chicago Police Department 

Chief of the Bureau of Counterterrorism 

REVENUE

TOTAL $7,464,680

Corporate/Foundation
$1,742,022

23%

Government
$3,700,895

49%

Individual Donors
$415,928

6%

Partnerships
$1,605,835

22%

July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021
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PROGRAM

HIGHLIGHTS

FLIP EXPANSION
Flat-Lining violence Inspires Peace (FLIP), an initiative with Chicago
CRED and CP4P, is a way to offer a first path to change for
participants who were former drivers of violence in our
communities. Participants take part in Nonviolence and conflict
mediation training provided by Nonviolence Chicago trainers to
prepare them for success, and then are provided with weekly
stipends to help keep the peace on hot spots with which they are
familiar. Outreach Supervisors check on FLIP workers throughout
their shift and work with them to mediate conflicts.

In the summer of 2021, we grew our FLIP program, making it our
largest ever implementation. Nonviolence Chicago recruited and
trained 112 high-risk youth to be ambassadors for peace on their
own blocks. This expansion included partnering with New Life
Centers in Brighton Park.  Specifically in Nonviolence Chicago
service areas, FLIP workers conducted 105 conflict mediations and
established 13 non-aggression agreements between opposing
street groups. (The Northwestern Neighborhood & Network
Initiative, 2022)

ALL SHOOTINGS 

2.5%
 

NONFATAL SHOOTINGS

6.5%
 

2021
IN ALL 4 NONVIOLENCE 

CHICAGO NEIGHBORHOODS

It felt good to go from passing out drugs to passing out backpacks. 
- James (left) Former Participant, Current staff member

SOURCE: City of Chicago Violence Reduction Dashboard

REENTRY 2.0 
Nonviolence Chicago’s Reentry 2.0 is an intensive mentoring program for returning citizens in Austin and West Garfield Park.
The program runs 5 days a week for 20 weeks and includes classes with Reentry Specialists as well as mentoring by Street
Outreach Workers. The goal of the program is to decrease recidivism rates and provide social emotional awareness and
workforce readiness training as participants reintegrate into society. Participants receive a stipend for participation to help
address basic needs. The most recent graduates either joined FLIP in their areas, engaged in FLIP-like peacekeeping
activities under the mentorship of Reentry Specialists, and 1 started his own trucking business—all taking positive steps
towards a safer future. 



 The community needs us. 
We have to try our best to help out. 

- Agustina (left) Victim Advocate
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READI CHICAGO
READI is an intensive 12-month program operating out of Englewood, North Lawndale, Austin and West
Garfield Park, with Nonviolence Chicago providing outreach services. Participants get paid to take part in
daily job training, counseling, and cognitive behavioral therapy sessions. The program targets adult men who
are at high-risk of taking part in gun violence or becoming a victim to it. A third of the 2,500 total participants
have been shot at least once before enrolling and had an average of 17 arrests. 

According to a University of Chicago study, READI has shown to be effective in reducing crime and violence.
Participants were nearly two-thirds less likely to be arrested for a violent crime and nearly 20% less
likely to be shot themselves than a similar group of men that weren’t in the program. 

2021

CONTACTS MADE WITH 
KEY VIOLENCE-INVOLVED

INDIVIDUALS
 

29,351

We believe NONVIOLENCE CAN BE LEARNED, and as we
put it into practice, things change. We've seen it happen.



15%
 

6%
 

10%
 

This program helps you learn how 
to deal with your emotions,

communicate with others better. 
It provides an income and

 helps with resources.  
- Emmanuel (center) Participant

 

WGP 4%
 

NONFATAL 
SHOOTINGS
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ALL 
SHOOTINGS

AUSTIN

HOPE FOR THE BELOVED COMMUNITY
Churchgoers often feel at a loss as to how to address the rising violence in their communities. Understanding that faith
communities in Austin are under-utilized as key partners for street outreach, Nonviolence Chicago and Hope Community
Church developed Hope for the Beloved Community in 2021. We also collaborated with other congregations in Austin to
create trainings that foster intergenerational understanding and relationship building through honest dialogue, giving
community members the supports and tools they need to build the Beloved Community where they live. 

In our first year, we trained over 250 participants from 6 different congregations. It takes everyone to end the cycle
of violence, and we are grateful for the partnerships built within our communities. 

We believe in RADICAL COLLABORATION. 
We all learn from each other. No one person or

organization can defuse and dismantle violence alone.

2021

HOURS OF SERVICE PROVIDED
TO 444 OUTREACH

PARTICIPANTS

HOURS OF SERVICE GIVEN
TO 705 VICTIM SERVICES

PARTICIPANTS

HOURS OF SERVICE PROVIDED
TO 290 CASE MANAGEMENT

PARTICIPANTS

2,433 6,197 11,493

2021

SOURCE: City of Chicago Violence Reduction Dashboard
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DATA DRIVEN
Nonviolence Chicago partners with The Northwestern
Neighborhood & Network Initiative (N3) and the University of
Chicago Crime Lab to gather data about our programs and
practices. Their 2021 findings prove that our efforts have had
meaningful impact—we are reaching those most likely to be
impacted by violence. However, we also know that violence
prevention organizations need to scale up to service the many
individuals in need. More resources are needed to connect with
more high-risk individuals.   

 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO HAVING A 
MEANINGFUL IMPACT IN OUR COMMUNITIES.

ENDING V IOLENCE IS  TOO IMPORTANT 
FOR US TO BE INEFFECTIVE .

THE NORTHWESTERN NEIGHBORHOOD & NETWORK INITIATIVE (N3)
Nonviolence Chicago consistently makes every effort to professionalize the field of violence reduction, determine the
efficacy of services, and improve our street outreach program. We want to find out what works and what doesn’t, so
we can increase our impact and be as helpful as possible in our communities. 

To do this we are collaborating with N3 as part of their Community Gun Violence Response Collaborative. This
research project aims to integrate the science of social networks into the practice of street outreach to develop
resources that help us more accurately and efficiently reach high risk individuals, ultimately reducing community levels
of gun violence.  

The Collaborative will help develop best practices for the fair and transparent integration of data into violence
intervention work. This research is invaluable to Nonviolence Chicago’s success in ending the cycle of violence. 

 THERE ARE TOO MANY
PEOPLE IN SEVERE NEED. 
ESTIMATES SUGGEST THAT

FOR EVERY ONE PARTICIPANT
IN A [NONVIOLENCE]

PROGRAM … THERE ARE 20
OTHERS IN THE SAME

NEIGHBORHOOD WITHOUT
COMPARABLE SERVICES.

 
- Andy Papachristos, N3 
via the Chicago Tribune

IN THE 18 MONTHS FOLLOWING OUTREACH PARTICIPATION, LEVELS 
OF GUNSHOT VICTIMIZATION WERE 20% LOWER FOR PARTICIPANTS.

- Andy Papachristos, N3 
via the Chicago Tribune
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OUR SUPPORTERS

Advocate Bethany Fund
Anonymous Family Foundation
AT&T External Affairs
Austin Coming Together
BLS Family Foundation
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Bluhm Family Charitable Foundation
Boeing Corporation
California Innovations
Chicago CRED, Inc.
Chicago Trading Company
City of Chicago Department of Public Health
Cook County Justice Advisory Council
Crown Family Philanthropies
Diamond Family Foundation
Everytown for Gun Safety
Howard Brown Health Center

We can never lose hope that every individual has the ability
to change. And it is OUR RESPONSIBILITY to do our part
in making that change happen.

CORPORATE ,  GOVERNMENT
& FOUNDATION PARTNERS

Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority
Jewish United Fund
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Juneteenth Productions
Robert Kohl & Clark Pellett Family Fund
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Mansueto Family Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Northwestern University
Partnership for Safe and Peaceful Communities
Polk Brothers Foundation
Seniors Enjoying Life
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
University of Chicago Medical Center
Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation
Williams Family Foundation
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TOGETHER we can build a
more safe, peaceful, and
just Chicago for us all.

INDIV IDUAL DONORS

$20,000 - $50,000
Wendy DuBoe & Leon Heller
Jannotta Family Fund

$10,000 - $19,999
Hilary & Gidon Cohen

$1,000 - $4,999
Anna Bradsher
Eileen Duboe
Sunil Garg

Matt Katsaros
Randolph Kohler
Rabbi Seth Limmer
John Maki

John Raffetto
Dr. Selwyn Rogers
Larry Sachs
Paul Sedig

Brenda Strong
Nicholas van der Ploeg
Ruth & William Westhoff

$500 - $999
Elizabeth Bachhuber
Linda Catalino
Laura Derks
Pastor Steve Epting
Teny Gross

The Herron Family
Susan Johanson
Cheryl Krugler
Craig Leva
Adam Levine
Martin Levine

Laurel Lipkin
Clare Muñana
Margaret Myers
Marianne Nesler
Samantha Spencer

Ashish Uppala
Madeleine Van Hecke
Maia Volk
Laura Wilkison
Stephanie Yesnik

Matthew Campuzano
Christine Casper
Brian Chen
Victoria Cliby
Wendy Coggins
Teri Conklin
Terry Coyner
Marcia Dam
Chris Dawson
Elissa Decker
Kenneth & Rebecca Devlin
Jessa Dickinson
Dawn Disher
Noah Feingold
Peter Fisher
Sarah Flosi
Markus Giolas
Sallie Gratch

$100 - $499
Duane Allen
Alfred Altschul
Roseanna Ander
Kevin & Allison Armstrong
Tamiya Aurel
Karen Banks-Lubicz
Meg Bates
Kristin Berg & Randall 
 Schmidt
Esther Bloch
Geoffrey Bloom
Heidi Bloom
Judith Bonem
Rev. Dr. Beth Brown
Marjorie Brownstein
Gayla Cahan
Suzann Campbell

Steve Green
Jessica Haley
Howard Haradon
Eric Herman
Mark Hoffman
James Hulsizer
Lindsey Hurrle
Edwin Josephson
Heesoon Jun
Roni Kabessa
Fran Kampwirth
Jessie Kolstad
Anne Ladky
Carole Levine
Jennifer Loudon
Erica Lowitz
Ari Margolis
Angela Maycock

Alexandra McConnell
Elizabeth Moffett
Heidi Keller Moon
Alex Nitkin
Bill Owen
Janis Owens
John Palmer
Christopher Parson
Kim Parson
Ebrahim Patel
Nancy Pekar
Richard Pokorny
Sharon Repka
Ron Resnick
Joy Richards
Harry Richter
Craig Roper
Monali Shah



 

Less than $100
Mary Andersen
Anonymous
Shianne Baggett
Dorothy Balabanos
Dayna Bender
Jean Berg
Trudy Bers
Steve Blindauer
Karen Bradley
Ann Breen-Greco
Tom & Beth Brosnan
Jen Brown
Nancy Buecker
Julia Campione
Jane Charney
Jennifer Conway & 
  Jason Wileman
Beverly Copeland
Deana Curcio
Sam Damiano
Benjamin Davidson
Jane Desforges
Marcus Drake

NONVIOLENCECHICAGO.ORG

Jennifer Sterling
Ashley Stout
Eileen Sutter
Sam Theys

Susie Duboe Bryant
  *In honor of Wendy DuBoe
Tracey Edsey
Sally Fortney
Judy Freed
Nancy Freehafer
Mary Geesman
Jessica Goehler
Alissa Goldwasser
Judith Goodie
Udit Goyal
Cynthia Grau
Pamela Habel
Cecelia Hagman
Valerie Halston
Mary Clare Healy
Karen Hein
Patty Hempel
Francisco Hernandez
Libby Hill
Chris & Larry Hodak
Melissa Hulting
Mary Ann Irvine
Melvin Jones
Jacki Jordan
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INDIV IDUAL DONORS

Lilli Weisz
Jeanne Wells
Maribeth Whitfield
Mike Zanillo

Tom Judge
Carolyn Kerbey
Kate Kerin
Andrea Kitamura
Leslie Kohler
Richard Kolasa
Deborah Kuhls
Natalie Leki-Albano
Debra Lessin
Wayne Lofthouse
David Mazza
Cynthia Meade
Tamara Mihalap
Tim Milburn
Mary Mottet
NiJaal Mottley
Ted Nelson
Marianne Nesler
  *In honor of Corliss Neuber
Marianne Nesler
  *In honor of Eileen Sutter
Marilyn Novak
Judith Olingy
Clarice Olson
Kristen Olson

Boleslaw Osinski
Robert J. Pabon
Tonya Parker
Cecilia Patton-Bolman
Jennifer Perron-Micek
Jeffrey Pinzino
Kristine Ponticelli
Marc Primack
Rebecca Ramana
Martha Reaney
Christiane Rey
Kathleen Rolsing
Ulla Sivertsen
Claire Snyder
Lorraine Springer
Aileen & Patrick Stonelake
June VerSchave
Nancy Wachs
Deborah Wade
William Walsh
Laura West
Patricia Wilder
  *In honor of Stevenson Caster
Lauren Wolf
Henry Wyatt-Rose
Davorka Zeba

@NONVIOLENCECHI @INSTITUTEFORNONVIOLENCECHICAGO

Peggy Sheffold
Laurence Shiff
Arlie Sims
Rebecca Singer

John Vincent
Kathe Walton
John Watkins
Cynthia Weiss

https://www.nonviolencechicago.org/
https://www.nonviolencechicago.org/
https://www.nonviolencechicago.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nonviolencechi
https://twitter.com/NonviolenceChi
https://www.instagram.com/institutefornonviolencechicago/

